ESP Advanced Training Centre for Gastrointestinal Pathology

Name of the Centre:

ESP Advanced Training Centre (ESP-ATC) for Gastrointestinal Pathology

The Centre is based on Service of Pathology of the Centro Hospitalar Universitario S. Jodo (CHUSJ) in
consortium with Ipatimup (Institute of Molecular Pathology and Immunology of the University of Porto).
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Chairs of the training programme
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Fields of subspecialty

Gastrointestinal pathology with focus on gastrointestinal paediatric and gastric pathology

Depending on personal interest, the fellows may have also access to training in liver pathology (with exception
of liver transplant pathology) and pancreatobiliary pathology (including pancreato-biliary cytology).

Supervisors

Board certified pathologists with experience in digestive pathology:

- Fatima Carneiro, MD, PhD

o Head of Anatomic Pathology Department at CHUSJ

Board certified consultant pathologist at CHUSJ and Ipatimup
Full Professor of Pathology at the Faculty of Medicine of the University of Porto

Senior Researcher at Ipatimup /i3S
Past President of the ESP (2011-2013)
Nominated as the most influential pathologist in the world in 2018 (by The Pathologist)
Standing member of the Editorial Board of the WHO Classification of Tumours series (5th edition)
Member of the International Gastric Cancer Linkage Consortium
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- Irene Gullo, MD, PhD

o Board certified pathologist at CHUSJ
Assistant Professor of Pathology at the Faculty of Medicine of the University of Porto
Clinical Affiliate Member and Researcher at Ipatimup /i3S
Representative of the Pathology Department at CHUSJ in the multidisciplinary oncologic groups of
esophagogastric pathology and molecular tumour board
Member of ESP Academy Alumni and Giordano Fellowship awardee (2022) of the ESP
Coordinator of Digestive Pathology Club from the Portuguese Society of Anatomic Pathology
Member of Italian Group of Gastrointestinal Pathologists (GIPAD)
Member of the International Gastric Cancer Linkage Consortium
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- Joanne Lopes, MD
o Board certified consultant pathologist at CHUSJ
o Researcher at Ipatimup /i3S
o Representative of the Pathology Department at CHUSJ in the multidisciplinary oncologic groups of
colorectal and hepato-pancreatobiliary pathology

Contact addresses for requesting details by the applicant
- Training program: fcarneiro@ipatimup.pt; irene.gullo12@gmail.com
- General information: epinto@med.up.pt
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Details and conditions

The Centre will offer an integrated and comprehensive training in gastrointestinal pathology, with
possibility of complementing the training in liver and pancreatobiliary pathology. The training will be
organized in two (minimum) to six (maximum) months training modules and will be based on cases from
routine daily diagnostic practice, supplemented with consultation cases and cases from the (digital)
archive.

The fellows will have access to a comprehensive mix of non-neoplastic and neoplastic specimens,
including endoscopic biopsies, liver biopsies, excisional biopsies and surgical specimens, as well as cases
of pancreato-biliary cytology.

The Porto team has particular interest and experience in the diagnosis of gastric precursor lesions and
gastric carcinoma morphology and molecular subtyping, due to the high incidence of gastric cancer in
Portugal (~120 diagnoses of gastricadenocarcinomaper year in the advanced training centre). A particular
area of interest and experience of the team is the pathological diagnosis (frequently supported by
information about genetics and somatic molecular profiling) of hereditary cancer syndromes, particularly
hereditary diffuse gastric cancer (HDGC). The trainees will have the opportunity of exploring the
histopathology of precursorand invasion lesions found in prophylactic gastrectomy specimens from CDH1
carriers, organized in a separate archive of the department. Prof. Dr. Fatima Carneiro and Prof. Dr. Irene
Gullo are active members of the International Gastric Cancer Linkage Consortium and participate
periodically in the updating of the HDGC clinical management guidelines.

The gastrointestinal pathology unit of the pathology departmentat CHUSJ has a long-standing tradition of
multidisciplinary approach with the clinical colleagues from general surgery, paediatric and
gastroenterology departments, with a dedicated team of gastroenterologists with experience in liver
pathology and advanced endoscopic management techniques (certified as European Training Centre of
Gastroenterology and Hepatology).

Additionally, research activity is stimulated, with the possibility of collaborating with basic and
translational research laboratories at the Faculty of Medicine of the University of Porto and i3S (Instituto
de Investigacdoe Inovacdo em Salde)/ Ipatimup (Institute of Molecular Pathology and Immunology of the
University of Porto).

Please see below details about specific training activities that are planned for the fellows during the
training period.

Training activities
- Grossing/histopathological reporting of daily routine cases and consultation cases
- Histopathological observation and active discussion of case collections from the (digital) archive,
including liver biopsies, endoscopic submucosal dissection specimens, pancreato-biliary cytology /
surgical specimens and prophylactic gastrectomy specimens
- Clinico-pathological conferences with general surgery, gastroenterology and paediatric
gastroenterology departments (one meeting per month, each)
- Regular interdisciplinary meetings: colorectal, gastroesophageal and hepato-pancreato-biliary tumour
boards (one meeting per week, each)
- Molecular tumour board (one meeting per month)
- Cytological-histological correlation conference (one meeting per week)
- Active participation in slide seminars from the Kansas Histopathology Club (one meeting per month)
- Participation in gastric cancer research projects, also in collaboration with translational laboratories
o https://www.i3s.up.pt/research-group.php?groupid=18
o https://www.i13s.up.pt/research-group.php?groupid=22
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